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Magnum Dynalab MD-108 FM Tuner

ll! nl)l ()lren llral d pnducl com.sabng

Ihal isso Sood it.hanges rolr \iew {'i

s)ne aspcct of hi-liro! alrcadr rh.uqhl

\ou heN ard knc{ sclL.lh. Nlagnun
Dynalab [if).]ll8 is orc such produ.l
' I l $  

i s  t l i e  l )es lunernr  lhesond today
rvthort qucstior 1h.rc.\ou\e redd the
re\ ies norv [jr\e alon! buyonc

\|lral tiak$ lhLs luner so damn
\pc.iall ll-. nol i!sl lhr parkdging

alrh.!'rh lhat h.lps Th. bjg []ue flighr
(asc th. lUD.l1l8 iilivcs iiisuggesls tIis

is  5 (nre lh i r ) !  l t r i t r ) r ian l  ( ! l th .u (h  i t
rLo !k lbc . \ r r  morc  lmpof lan l  j l l he

tum) lc  (o t l in .ou l ( i J i r  r  i ! i rh  rhe  tL i fe r
t r j  t Ie  r l )e r *nLrq .ase : i r i r j s r  has  @m lo r
(iner a slrappcd doqn nraDral. a mairrs

lcad irr a ry.k t and .lrorl l0(rr (n

pr)tcdi\c foam in almost alLdir.cridrs.

Eten Nilhrnrr tlie tx)re.ltre case

n'e \JD.l(ll is built 1o takc kn(ks Its

r bLc trnef abour th.siz.and trtLghl
.l a I I 0lIJ sc\cn<hannlL ho c cn,en,a

lnlcgrat.d amplilid l\'lagmri I)InaLab

su nr  r l ie  N l l l l l )8  r  a .ho ice  o f th r .e

r,)l}clals linishcs sil\cr with bl..k

l r l t .n tg  l sho$t )  l ) la (k  $ i ih  q (nd

lelrerln{ or!old wilh bLack letl.rinS

Th.lalld two are nor as ldckyas they
yntrrl ar(l the thre linishes m.an thc
\1D l0ll will bl.nd ii wjth pra.ticallyaLl

hiqhi nn hi.li
^s  e \e r  th is  i s .n .na l .gu . l !nc r

wr i l  l i r l c  wnh r r ) rasnrg le . ( ,xessn)n
r, ) .liqitaL l.chrobg\ (barnrsaI LEI)
Fan{rl and lhc logic Ltcdil^ lr)llrne
ir) Tire |n1*laa. rancldrunf lredd
i5.rstrrn narle b\ Nlalnum DlDal.b
(a [our  t l ie  l$ r  (ompan!  to  s t i idoso]

an.lfhase L,)cked L(n)p s!rthesis is
nliilrit trr actnn IJEreaa. rhe tuner
!lknLs absolulcl! pre.Lse luntrrq ()l a

strtron.l(nkcd in tlacc b,r lhc st!1{n6s
I ' l  lh r  B 'wcr  s lpp l !  Th is  n .a rs  thc

tuncr  takesa corp le  o lda \s lo  se( le

do(n and therc is niLd slatnnr aritl

whcn lj6t tFwered up. tsrl thisisvhy

llre tLn'ercan orLi bc placcd iD slandb!:

nerer $vitched of I i!ilhout rippirrg out

'nre 
big Inob on the leltolthc Ircnt

pan.l swil.h6 berreen derial nrlnrrs
iher aF two cablc/salcllirc radb nrlnrLs
and two FN,l inputs. usinq{rcw-in acri.l
sockets On th! right. there is a la|']e

lunlnq djal Bc&..n them is ar aray
ol b'rqlc silitchcs .nd a displal panel.

wh ich  con la iN a  pa i f . lV l l  n ,e rers
(signal stFngth and nnipath distortion
level) a !elbs LED rcadout l.tr

lrequenoand a m.gr. ele \ah€ nris

L6t is an .rtrenpl! $etuLailair as it

Mth go.d qralilvrocketsin both casL5

h fa(1. look ckrser and ]ou ll d iscoler

tlrere are hlo scparatc ortl]lrr shqes.

t ( rha lancedands ing lc rnd .dour ln , rs

Thcr. aP n,an\ .ommonalitics
betweer  th is  lu r . ra r  o theB in  thc
Itldgrrn Dynalab ranft (rr t|e la(e
ol it. onl\ the m.gn ele and cxtra
bandwi . l lh  (n r rnn  mark .u l  thc
N t}l08above rL! b()the6 ln lacl. thc
difl.rcnces are mastne ftc Cl6sA
a!dn) slaqe ilas kdcsiln.d Ir.Dl

scralch. orratherirrn

cusknspe.ihed l(tr lhe tuner This nal
l)earslDng Iam ilial rcs.nr bl.n(:e r() the
oth.r nuieh nr lhe ltlaanum Dynalab

ran,re bul it is lcry \erv dillerert ll
rou\e read l'lan). think olit6alD.at
the rudect Form orth. Archfltpe oithe
l,{aanunr tuner or penraps it:s the Scnius
hrorherlhat qotall thegood DN 

 

Nol
that the otherlrnc6 in thr lvagnLni
Dynal.b range arc $mehow th. rdnn
cous i i s  o l  rhe  N lD l08 :on  anv lc ! t l
piaying lieL.l. even lhe entn le\el
nrodel ni t|e rafc. is far b.lond the
pcnorrn.n(:eor prct6 nru.h aN oiher
tuncr  l t ! jLs i rha twnh thc  N l l l l 08  n r  rhe
n'nnLn!. thcrc $ nosuch ihinq as a cv.l

J ) lay inq  f i c ld  l l s  Ike  p ld inc  l .n t .
aganN ihe sk)pe.. and with d team ()l
.I5 premiershr! platcrs or rlrc {il,cf snn.

Ard a telere wl'o!d(er)ted d l)ig bung

fto 

 

the odrersnle SliLl it:seasiertou$

a rall olmetaphoFlhan use upall >

EAUIPMENT REVIEW '

9nP\ . i r '  i  . l i r  in  r  q rd th i .

logic cjrcuit jsdeJig,,ed

specilicall) l.r the lulli)li

and thc toroidal katsl(rmer
(potted lo prelenl ilrerierencel is ale

nclc6 thal is sonnah

be,|'qn. aruuabl_! sonically bcnclicial

Th. magic.y. is rol the rnrlyellei

under thesk in  i sa  pa i ro l  l2d l7  tub6

in thc aLdio switchniq staqe
'fhe 

tuw ol k)ggles is inpr.islv..
kn, ALongsidc thc lsual power nne
and stere./mono sqilchcs. there are
Utree diliercrr banaNidrh seltjnas (\rid.

naiioe and super namw) a bLen{l
contrcl (o climiiate '|ne6tdinn noir)

ard dispLar dinrming l}tue bandNidlh
se l r in {sneaDsthc tuner . :an . iea lw i lh

dilleFnr lc\cLs ol siSnal strengih. nol
' \erJn)sein{ $.ak srlrDalsor lrenrg
r^e4r)weFo nl stron! on6. ,{s e\ er
wrth Nlagmnr D\nalah. nulirrg $oks
of l\ 1o supprestsigrDls $hile tunina
liom sirhotr losLd&nr. it is not a mute

butlon iD thc aDplilicrscnsc ol lhiigs.

Th.luner'-s orlpul lcalurcs bolh

balan.cd XLR and sinSlendcd phon6.

93



. EAUIPMENT REVIEW

and sl.""|sh feN,tc conlrol

th. lUD.ll)21 an! th{rghl il

> lh , ,s ,s !pcnatnc !  lhave s .vcd  ! t )  l (1

Thf tuner lras.rn)snll%blf Dtc

ar l logue c i r r ln ) l rhar  an l  o lho

i l rho ! {h  th ls  c r r r l rn .a r i  b r  n .a lL \

s r ls re t )Fd  bv  us jn (  l le  ( l iL rnk)

Thc Nlll1i)8 li.s srnne hf .lthy
c.nrpetil or lr(rr l)elow Thr olher
nrrtF in trre Nlalnu.r Dynalab rangc
als() \ie ir lh. |iacc as thc brst lurer tri

thew(/ ( l loda) :1( ! )  l : i61.  l  l is rene( j  l ( )

peBpec lne :  1 (1e , , \ . vn 's . r  rh .  l ) i tg . i

p ic tu r . .a r r l  see  jL r ( i lnnrnnr  l ( t th r

d i rcF i l y i ) l r r i rxJ t ) rn  es  $1 t r  t l r fn  r (

r r )ex tn is i r .  d lg j la l  tu rc6  rs  ! ! l  rn ( l

iN l  h .ws l r ( i r l t r r .  r i t r r t r6  d r

Thcr sr slFn'rlh.nll (lvnannstr liJ

lhe srnd.J lhc Nltlll)ll lhnr sinrtn)

docsn t  |a t ) l )e r  a t !whcrc . l { . l l  L \ . .1
(0urs r  cx r reDrcy  arc , ,a re  rnd

l rn i r  l )  hor ies l  Inns)  l s

l1D l l )2  l t \aLso4nn l

NIDI l ) (n B!r

Bur lh. bas( rrnr rcn.nc

tlcrc. lou jLN hlltl,e dis.
sirh green liShl) ll the

NID.lolil and il s.s hel(er Bul.

ilhen llLsretred k lhc Nlll0lit. l sqerly

harbourcd lhorghtsth.r l[e Law ol

dimnrishing rcturnsw.!ld make the

ULI l0ll only'. slighllt betier than ils

.lieal)er brothcr Bul.lhis was

srrFlhness (r enlrxr'ld n)s\ glow \al\c

lik wanrlh This islike lhe l)esl K)rlsu

canrn lqes  i lLgg t r rg  up  d l l lh r

inlormali(ri hut pF*rling il

ii thc b.st p.isihle marner
'lliis 

isa !trqLx.v,unrl

qli)ry ll deLnea dfl.rl

standin( a rrnrer( (,nes with

har ( lLnrg  i t .  no t  w i lh  reaanrga l r

it Thc use ofrhe l)n.dwidlh schngs

l(r)ks daunrnBon pap.i bul Dec'nnes

Y.{ ger r*d b lhc nraqL( etr tri

s(.rnds and ir renhn$ |hr bcsl tuner

signal slrer{rh indn:atrtar nd (1he

oscilkscope of Dalse(looii. dsrgns

sas argualrlr_ more a..unle. b0l
jnduced d  heaL lhy tnscot  pemaner r l

Innllnrglo lry to 8rt the l)esl sound

Ir the N1D l0ll. pu {.1
lrarspon.d Lnb thc radio slLdnr

8ur that d.esnt hapJ)en liere lJ$rrad

both !ou and rhesrudn)rtu rhnspdl.d

to a pLa.e ilhere .ompressnrr .nd

!rictuphonc spil.h noesn I ha0t)en

whele e!eryrhirg sounds realand

ewrylIing s(rrn.is qood Ecartll!l
soundshgnrg. n! llli aLso so rlllrg

that bclics dc{ipllon: a tough.alL >

I s l ! . d . l h .

lLnrp lronr lVD.l06r lo l\ Lllin
is wnler rhdr r !t)u .l (xpcct widcr than
lhr dillcrdrce berveen MDl0:r ar(l MD
loijt. AErab\: wider er er than I|e {ull
betueef requiaf pricc lunc6and thc
NIL!]02t lts.c$rch a hieh bcnchmak
rhat it putsrh.rvhole runermarker lnlr)

thf nirer trrto nr!r) to

eLnrnrale Iisr. lh. m!ltlpath and

si{nrl.lr.ngth VU mete6 sltrrpi_! corlnnr
rvhal lh, ||i.gn er.lread) knr)ws

hr rcareh , l  lwn i t l i .go l thc lu t r i t sd iaL

car luni a lood snnaLDl. a lrcal on..
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> $h.n  th r lsv r t r i , , l )  S . .  i i r s t f rd .  l l l i (L

thc  j i ! r f lLa l l s r i (  th i l {  |  | i )  ke( l  lh  rh i r ' {

| l r  k  i ] r t , ,  L r !  l i ' r [ l  (  as (  r r ! ]  I ) l ! \ t r l  i l

rhnrL !h  r  r t r in r l x t  r ) l  t i i l L t r l  ! t s lems

d( lL le r^ . r11  I l , )  [  p . tu t )s r r r .  r i xJs l

r rn r is l r r r i t  s ( r  ( f  \ r  n r  t  n r i  ] i ( i ss rbL \
,^ r r i  l l  h rs  i [ f  ] rn t r i l t  l , )  make thc

l )$ l  s { rnd i r rq  rLnr \ .s  } (n r  $ i l  . rc f

h . r r  l r , l (n \  r r , i s  r , fd t l j i LL lL f  a t . l  ' l ' r ' s i r

e ( t ! i r (  r  s rs l r ln  l ' )  t c . l l ! t ca  l i J  r ts

r lLmi l , , ( i ( t t re r lh .L I , ! t r l s  o lc . ! r . .  i ,

r , { r  p  r r  r l r i s  r l r ! r rg l i  n  l r i (h  rs , ,  ! tn , l

[  ! l i { r i l s ]sn i r  LL ls  rh tu raLh, t r . ) .  th .

, l (h  l s l r i r r , s  lhnn iq l r .  l )u l  n  l l s '  \dL  r { i s

t xt .prnrrnLlur{n!j thrrL(h r m.n'

F ld inncr iaz  Ha! r  th js  ( tu ic l l )

h r i )c l , i rq , r r r  R id ( )  l i r t r  wh iLc  $( l rk jn (

ard {(l(1,! \ l)1..d n.ss itcDrrl!rLr

sharc prices trhf {tr Blatk utdntllar

(nv  t$  \ tn r  ( l r i l l i . t l '  l h .  pn , ' rnnnne

rf rl l()sr lh. lhe'ad tJI lvhrli srtq (tr

nnnnr l  1 , r r  A4 in ! l  t !ner .n r r  (n i  th is

, i  os ,n i . lL ) :  r | .  N ID l l )8  d .cs  L l  ! )

{ ,n rd( r r l r  i l l s  a ln )s l  in r t r )ss i l )  e  l ( )

rn  d  l )a (kgr rLnd l t !  r  q . (n l  j rn )

t ln r  i sn  l  an  !1 (ar  v ( rs ror  (n  r l ie

N l l )  l1 ) r  porJ ) lc  N, { ld  d r ) | r  (n l  r l ie

n) . ( l  e \e r \  f t$  l rundf .d  t rds$h.n

: \s  i r  n r i { r t . \ t J . . r  $ r lh  s r . l r  .
p l rw( r i rL l I4 ! ! l  t ) r r lu (  |  l I c  (1 ,^ \ r i

si.les are LnrL{,Ixtrr than n !,rlt s. r.n

n i r ! t r  o r i ! s . t  tha t .  N l r rs l  s r i ro r rn . l  rhe

( t l ln ,Nl t t l08

EAUPMENT REV\EW .

l ik f  th .  Nlaranlz l l ) ts  l l i  hr i l i  1( )  l i \c
1)ut  the er l  o l in . loguc hdi , )  t r r  n) le
ard mana(ei  lo . rnnl ) in .  th t  !os '

lirktr nccded hI i!(liodrilcsind
tudn) bulls a ike l+,i*s lho bar: \\'c
n.td ialLer p(*ls n.trl This isthc n)n
Iutast ic  lLnrer) (  .an buv t .x la}  and
il!(n' atu e,ally h.rlcorc aboul )our
r i^ !av.s.  lh is  h l l lsd ! . !  sa l rar inq and
pul  lour  Lank acc(ufr  t . ) . .nd i rn{r
ftll DAts wh. n((ds itl >+

T E C H N I C A T  5 P E L  I  I C A  I I O  N S

50 d3 qu d nq 5rfleo ,.i lvD0 dBr

i  5 d 3

5q i r  ! r  No {  R .  L !  30 .0d3

AnvrrL Cirnir Au: Nrm, mod8

Airiied Crrrre An, $rd. .rod8

Adrr(d Ch:nir A[: Nrro{ 2iod8

Aq&ed orrre Anl

S{rtu 5ri: nr oi toodB

r5Hz  iTNHz  l r r dB l

DnrNoi! iwrHrDl

I  u r  r rn  s r i l t ' res lL rLg  l ILs  i s

lL rs r i tn  r rnnr  nn  sJ) f  n (L  I i !  j s . i ) l )11 ,  

 

r

lL  r . i  r r i l5 j i ) l ) rn i  rn r t ) . r ! l  s t ie r l ie rs

L l l r i l I  i s r  th in  l in . l ) . r reen hru f . r r

rirl nrnrr Inik asf : llLis wtrLl{l ( 3,rs tlrc

i in  r  l )L r r  r t re  \ l l l l l ) l J  i ss ( )s fD i r ! ra l

{ , i i rn l I rq .  \ r {  l r  s rs l rJ fs  s f rn  Ix r r

r t )1 t r , ) l r ia l ( i  l l i r r i  Nrar

$lial lltr NID li)8 rLr)$ fxtrcnr'ly
\ fL  i \  11 ,  mrkr  l i s t in in ! to thehnrer .

Irr nrr r.tn. J)nn ess rltrnr $ral Vrl

. rn  t )  ry  lh .  rL rn . r  a l  rv l iLsJ)er { lu (1  ka f ls

l f  rh .  I rn  k !n r l r j  l l r r  jn r ) t ) lo  w] l l

. , r r i I t r1  a r ia  vn t r  r l lL rnnD wL l lbc

, l i r \ rn  i i rn , rh .  rn rs {  o rs t )e . { | i  tnd !nu l
P [ \  th  s r t  r  ( , {k l . r iLpan\  i so ] (o r tc  k )

r ln  l l r i r )s  d lanLr  r i t rL t Ic  ( r rN. r { t i rD

r i  I  l rn  |  { ,11  ds  D( , )p .  I  s ld r  k , th . .hzz

IrxreL ,\ls() llr
({nor(, ( ..es tusr

lh t ) l r r i  t , )  ma lch  thsc  o lan  NTLd i ( i ta l

c.l)lc l\ r,0\:Livou halc bolh in thc

saDf ! trn. llls d illj.rir l. pur th. NTL

b.n 1. standbr and un lhc NlD.l08

As lsari Drxtr ni{els in th. cxttunr.

and,D$ Iar r{rtNriqhcd by th. sh.q

0crlormrn...J rlif NlDli)8

lriari! reviei!s end t)aragrat)h
l)eqtr$ {Llh lltr s,trd Lllidrdl!h_.

ds ar allrnratnc wa\ olsayitrS D
(or t r l l snnr .  t su l  dLr im. r r l y  i s

apprrllLllc r.rc l)ccaN. this is lhc

uL l in ra t f  pn)dr  c r  l , r  a  rad i .  lana l l c

l I c re  i s  n ,n I in !  thus  Ia r  tha l  ec ts
.li,s. 11,lhr p.rl(trmrn.. ol lh. MD.

l1 )8  s r \ .  f , r  nnr ' r  L ( is t  ( l . ss r  lune6
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